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In accordance with 37 C.F.R. 1.97(b)(1), copies of the following patents and/or publications 
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U.S. Patent No. 6,973,919 B2 (Joos, et al.), dated December 13, 2005, corresponding to 
German Patent Application DE 101 48 217 CI, dated April 24, 2003, and English abstract 
thereof; 

U.S. Patent No. 6,563,252 B2 (Schrod), dated May 13, 2003, corresponding to German 
Published, Non-Prosecuted Patent Application DE 199 44 733 Al, dated March 29, 2001, and 
English abstract thereof; 

U.S. Patent No. 4,048,965 (Bianchi, et al.), dated September 20, 1977, corresponding to 
German Published, Non-Prosecuted Patent Application DE 24 57 461, dated June 10, 1976, 
and English abstract thereof; 

International Publication WO 03/091559 Al (Beilharz, et al.), dated November 6, 2003, and 
English abstract thereof; 

European Patent Application EP 0 158 867 A2 (Blauhut), dated October 23, 1985, and 
English abstract thereof. 
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If no translation of pertinent portions of any foreign language patents or publications 
mentioned above is included with the aforementioned copies of those applications, patents 
and/or publications, it is because no existing translation is readily available to the applicant. 
As per the notice in 1273 OG 55 (August 5, 2003), no copies of any above-mentioned U.S. 
patents and U.S. patent application publications are submitted for any application filed after 
June 30, 2003. 
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